
Our Saviourõs Lutheran Church 

Serving Our Savior Jesus Christ since 1890  

What is the meaning and use of liturgical colors?  

  

In the Christian tradition, colors are used for vestments and  

paraments, but a unified system of colors developed only gradually 

and haphazardly until and through the Middle Ages. Today, the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America provides a system of colors for 

use by its congregations; for the most part, the same system is also 

used by Roman and Anglican churches, at least in the United States; 

and by many churches around the world, including the Evangelical  

Lutheran Church in Canada.  

 

The "colors" mentioned refer to those used for Church "paraments": the 

cloths used for the altar -cloth, pulpit cloth, lectern cloth, and any other 

of the decorative cloth pieces used in many Churches to signify the 

current Church Season.   òVestmentsó include the minister's stoll, the 

scarf -like cloth that may be worn, symbolizing that the officiating  

minister is a servant of the congregation.  

 

The colors serve to adorn the worship space, and to call attention to 

the nature of the season or festival being celebrated. A brief summary 

of their usage, according to the church year, follows, as well as photos 

of paraments at Our Saviourõs and their memorial history. 

 

Advent  

Blue is used for its references to hope.  It originated in Scandinavia, 

probably because purple dye was too expensive for churches to use. 

The alternate color for Advent is purple, the royal color of the coming 

King (note that this is a different meaning than when it is used in Lent; 

see below).  

 

Paraments  



Four -piece Altar cloths  
 

Christmas  

White is used, as a reference to the purity of the newborn Christ, and 

to our light and joy in him.  

Epiphany of Our Lord  

White (see Christmas).  

Baptism of Our Lord  

White (see Christmas).  

 

Lectern  Pulpit  Advent candle banners 

(one new each week)  

Advent paraments given in memory of Earl Pickering, Eva Ramsland, and Guthrie King.  

The stitchery was done by Marie Bryant, Georgie Bailey, Pat Englund, Dorothy Ennen, Mary Fox 

Delores Frey, Alice Simonsen, Doris Truedson and Gail Vodopich.  

Design by Ariel Deer.  Textile art by Patricia Mitchell.  Planning committee: Marie Bryant,  

Carolyn Oltman, Grace Brynildson, Dorothy Ramsland, and Edith Larrabee.  

Lectern  

Pulpit  

Altar  

Christmas paraments given in memory of Grace Brynildsen  

Tapestry behind altar made by Carolyn Oltman  



Sundays after the Epiphany  

Green is used for its symbolism of our growth in Christ. Green, in a 

sense, is a "neutral color," used when more festive or more somber 

color is not appointed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transfiguration of Our Lord  

White (see Christmas).  

 

Ash Wednesday  

Black is the preferred color, since it is the color of the ashes to which 

we will all return. Purple is the alternate color for this first day of Lent.  

Lent  

Purple is indicated, as the stark color of repentance and solemnity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday of the Passion  

Scarlet is the preferred color of this first day of Holy Week, as it  

suggests the deep color of blood. (Scarlet is to be distinguished from 

the brighter color of red, which is appointed for the Day of Pentecost, 

martyrsõ days, and certain church celebrations). If a parish does not 

have scarlet vestments, purple may be used.  

Days of Holy Week  

Scarlet or purple may be used for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday of 

Holy Week.  

Maundy Thursday  

For this fourth day of Holy Week, celebrated as the institution of the 

Lordõs Supper, scarlet or white is used.  

 

Altar  Pulpit  Lectern  

Green paraments given by Mark and Mary McEathron in celebration of their  

daughterõs wedding 

Altar  

 

Lenten paraments given in memory of Vivian and Donald Silsbee  
Lectern  Pulpit  

Altar  

 

Passion paraments given in memory of Nils and Esther Leque  
Lectern  Pulpit  


